
MESSAGE FROM THE 
HEADTEACHER
It has been another exciting 
and productive term at Mary 
Immaculate. 

Following our exam results this year 
and all the hard work from staff 
and pupils we are expecting a very 
positive categorisation from the 
Welsh Government in January.This 
is the last year for categorisation in 
its current format – we very much 
hope to continue to be one of the 
top 10 schools in Wales!

(Continued on page 2)
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LASER POWER!

A ROARING  SUCCESS
Mary Immaculate day, once again showcases 

pupil talent 

Design and technology have invested 
in a laser cutter ...more inside 
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Our work on developing pupil resilience and 
aspirations is now well-known in the region.  We have 
developed a common vocabulary throughout the school and 
are current creating a toolkit that can be used in all schools.    
To this end, we have continued to run trips and visits 
throughout the last few weeks, including taking over   40 
pupils to Oxford

All departments can access a separate
budget to support aspirations and much of this
has been used so that everyone from whatever         
background can experience what it means to
be the best they can be.

In sports, congratulations go to
Jak Pride and Josh Raisis who have been selected
for the U14 Cardiff and Vale football squad,  Adam Coomer 
who has signed with Cardiff City Academy U14 and Year 11 
pupil Ryan Kavanagh who has accepted an apprenticeship 
deal with Cardiff City.

Year 10 pupils Mackenzie Martin and Jack Grant 
have also been involved in the Cardiff Schools rugby squads 
in this year’s Dewar Shield which is the oldest schools rugby 
competition in the world.   We are proud of their success and 
of all the teams and individuals that very much make our 
school known in Cardiff and Wales as a whole. 

Following the recent deadline for school entry for 
September 2019, I am glad to say we received a record 
number of applications.  This is a fantastic affirmation of 
what the school does and the care and challenge it provides – 
it is an honour and privilege for you to send your sons and 
daughters to our school and we appreciate how much you are 
investing in us as a community.  We too have invested in 
recent months – with new equipment in Design Technology 
and suites of new computers throughout the school.

May I thank parents for their ongoing support of the  school 
– we have had fantastic attendance at recent parental
evenings – whether as information evenings, for options or
standard parents’ evenings.

 Your support is vital to the success of the school 
and it is highly valued.

May I wish all of you a happy and holy 
Christmas; school reopens Monday 7th 
January, which is a week 2.

Huw Powell 
Headteacher

MESSAGE FROM 
THE HEADTEACHER

ABOUT THIS ISSUE
This issue features several student articles from students 
across a variety of year groups, and is the first newsletter 
of the 2018/19 Academic year. 

Many Students have contributed directly with articles , 

reviews and photographs , However all students have 
contributed through their participation in the various 
activities undertaken and we thank them all.

You can also view a digital copy of this newsletter on our 
website: maryimmaculate.org.uk 

Contributors: English, French, Performing Arts, Design 
and Tech, ASDAN , Maths, Computer Science , History, 
Media, DoE and the PE department. 



 These will make their 

way to children in 
Albania.

A special thank you to 
all staff and students 
who worked so hard 
to create so many 
fantastic boxes that 

will make such a difference to so many children at Christmas. 
A special thank you to Mrs Wear who checked all of the 
boxes that were created and Mr Troote who organised for the 
boxes to be collected.

OPERATION 
CHRISTMAS 

CHILD 
Mary Immaculate High School once again  participated in 
the Operation Christmas Child shoebox appeal.  

The students and teachers at Mary Immaculate 
High School have been busy this term supporting the 
Operation Christmas Child appeal. The project was run by 
Mrs Dyer, and Year 9 kick-started the process by creating 
posters and digital advertisements to promote the cause. 
Students and staff got busy collecting items and packing 
boxes, and Samaritan’s Purse  collected a total of 109 boxes. 

Laser  cutter!
Over the summer break, Mary Immaculate High School 
installed a laser cutter into the Design and Technology  
Department.
This device will enable pupils to use CAD ( Computer 
Assisted Design ) software to design and create projects and 
then eventually physically produce them using the precision of 
laser cutting.
The laser cutter is already a big hit with those pupils who have 
had an opportunity to use it .



“INSPORT ” SPORTS 
DAY !

In September a group of students were invited to take part 
in the “Insport” Sports day organised by Chwaraeon 
Anabledd Cymru

The students took part in many activities ranging 
from archery, to wheelchair basketball, laser shooting and 
rock climbing. The students thoroughly enjoyed trying out 
different sporting activities. They got to meet former world 
champion Paralympian shot putter  Nathan Stevens, who 
talked to the students about what he had overcome in his life 
and that no challenge is insurmountable.  

ATTENDANCE MATTERS!
Late arrival at school :

Minutes late per day during the
 school year

Equals days worth of teaching 
lost in a year

Equals Lessons lost 
in a year

5 minutes 3.4 20

10 minutes 6.9 41

15 minutes 10.3 62

20 minutes 13.8 83

30 minutes 20.7 124

SCHOOL BEGINS AT 8.55AM. PLEASE BE PUNCTUAL

https://www.disabilitysportwales.com



AN IMMACULATE
PERFORMANCE !
On Friday the 7th December, Mary Immaculate celebrated 
Mary Immaculate Feast Day .

The day was a fantastic event which was enjoyed by 
all pupils and brought the school together as a community 
through its various competitions and events held throughout 
the day. The day began with a liturgy, before pupils branched 
off into groups taking part in a variety of activities such as 
yoga, board games , baking, films, photo-shopping and arts and 
crafts.  

Pupils also took part in a quiz of the year contest, 
testing their general knowledge skills. The day closed with 
our very own talent contest: Mary Immaculate Strictly has the 
Talent Factor! Pupils from each of the six houses competed 
before a panel of teachers in an incredible talent contest. The 
overall winner was Luke Preece from year 9 who proceeded  
to do  brilliant impersonations of staff members and had 
everyone laughing (and in some cases crying!). As always, the 
day was a huge success and we look forward to next year’s            
‘ MI Day’!



On the 25th October, we all got on the bus to go to Berlin. 
Everyone sat comfortably in their seats, making sure that 
headphones and snacks were out, because we had a long ride 
ahead of us. One ferry ride and 22 hours later, we arrived in 
Berlin. 

We quickly dropped our stuff off then we got back on a coach 
to go to the Topography of Terror Museum. This was all 
about how Hitler and his 'private army’ took control of 
Germany by spreading terror. It was very interesting and 
everyone was keen to ask questions, especially Miss Stewart!

 Then we went to the Reichstag Building where we had a 
tour of the grounds and an explanation of its history. We then 
had the chance to go to the top of building, which was shaped 
like an egg, and we could see the whole of Berlin. We then 
went back to the hotel to eat and have a well-deserved rest. 
The next day was known as the “day off history”. We went to 
the Olympic stadium, which had beautiful architecture and 
we also had a guided tour of the grounds. We then went to 
“Tropical Islands” which is a humongous water park inside a 
gigantic dome. There we had the chance to relax, swim and 
go on one of the tallest slides in Europe. 

On the Sunday, we went to Sachsenhausen, a concentration 
camp situated on the outskirts of Berlin. It had real 
educational value and we had a guided tour with an 
explanation of the history there; however, it was very 
upsetting to imagine the pain and suffering that had occurred 
there. 

On the last day, we had a ‘walk and talk’ of Berlin. We were 
taught the significance of some buildings and how Germany, 
as a country, was created. 

We also stood on the bunker where Hitler ended his life and, 
afterwards, we visited the Jewish memorial site. To end the 
trip, we all went to the Mall of Berlin, where we were able to 
spend our money on food and gifts or souvenirs. 

Then we hopped on the coach for another 22 hours and 
everyone was snoozing until we arrived at customs. 

BERLIN HISTORY TRIP 
2018

On the whole, Berlin was a very inspirational trip and very 
enjoyable. It is excellent if you have taken GCSE History so, 
if you get the opportunity, take it! You will not regret it. We 
would like to thank Mr Gill, Mr Lambert and Miss Stewart 
who accompanied us and kept us in check for the 5 days, but 
the biggest thanks must do to Miss Browning who organised 
the whole trip for us. 

Callum Nurse – Year 11 student 



Student Parliament 2018.

 Elections have been held for our new Student 
Parliament for 2018.  Pupils who wished to be a part of the 
parliament wrote a letter of application which was shared 
with their year group.  Two pupils were then elected to 
represent each year group.  The successful pupils were Cian 
Harvey, Chantelle Thomas-Iti, Joel Wilson, Georgie Avery, 
Sebi Hojda, Rhianna Clarke, Elliot Morrissey and Ella 
Curtis.  They will join our previously elected Head Boy and 
Head Girl Ryan Conway and Carly Rees and our Deputy 
Head Boy and Deputy Head Girl Zac Shortall and Alysia 
Bolton.  We are also pleased to welcome Charlotte 
Tambinayagam and Mohamad Haddad who join the Student 
Parliament in a new role as wellbeing ambassadors.  

The parliament has been split into sub-committees 
including our teaching and learning committee, the eco 
group, our transition team and the faith in action committee.  
The whole parliament recently met with Mr Powell to discuss 
their thoughts on how we can make our school even better 
and we will be working together to support improvements 
across the school throughout the year.

STUDENT PARLIAMENT 

Hegarty Maths Winners

Mary Immaculate High runs a competition in Maths for 
pupils who are showing the most independence by using 
Hegarty maths (a subscribed website) at home to revise and 
complete homework. 

The students with the most correct questions answered will 
lead for each year group. 

The winners are updated every half term. 

Hegarty maths winners for each year group are as follows 

Year 7 Celyn Soloman Perks

Year 8 Wyatt Dominguez

Year 9 Elwen Hancock

Year 10 Ioanna Filippoti

Year 11 Angel Dominguez

Congratulations and well done , keep up the good work. 

https://hegartymaths.com/ 



On Friday the 28th  September  Mary Immaculate High 
School Yr10 ASDAN pupils held a coffee morning to aid  
Macmillan Cancer Support 

This also helped in the completion of  their "Working 
With Others" unit .The Yr10 group planned, found recipes, 
shopped for, baked and made cakes for a cake stall and an 
afternoon tea for staff. With the help of the office staff, Mary 
Immaculate were able to donate over £300 to Macmillan. I'm 
very proud of the care and dedication the pupils have shown to 
making this charity event the success it was. We must also 
thank Mrs Perkins who works with the ASDAN class and to 
everyone in the office as this event could not have been the 
success it was without them.' said Mrs Sanger, Head of 
ASDAN.

ASDAN HOLD CHARITY 
COFFEE MORNING ! 



CARDIFF CITY STADIUM 
LANGUAGE EVENT 

On Tuesday 4th December, the French Department accompanied 14 
students in Year 9 to Cardiff City Stadium.

The event is designed to promote and increase languages as a 
curriculum subject at Key Stage 4 by demonstrating the wealth of 
opportunities open to students, who study languages, in the work-force.

Students attended a keynote speech by Callum Davies, the 
Overseas Cardiff City Player Manager, who spoke to the students about 
how learning French at GCSE allowed him to achieve his dream role at 
Cardiff City Football Club. It was invaluable for our students to learn 
how languages can open doors to the sporting world and not just be 
confined to the classroom or sphere of teaching. 

The students also attended a workshop in Mandarin, followed by a 
workshop in Italian where they had to design a Christmas card and use 
the new language. Amazingly, one of our students, Deryn Skene, was 
lucky enough to be chosen as the winner of the Christmas card 
competition out of all of the students who attended. Well done to the 
Mary Immaculate linguist! 

After the two language workshops, the students attended a speech by 
the British Council and were then lucky enough to have a stadium tour, 
which allowed us to take a peek into the press room; go out pitch side; 
and even into the home team dressing room. Luckily though, no one 
was in the showers! 

The day was finished off with a language based treasure hunt where 
students had to guess clues based on different languages and cultures. 
That was a real linguistic delight! 

Our students behaved impeccably and were an absolute credit to the 
school. Since returning, feedback from students has been extremely 
positive and many have already enquired about GCSE French. 



Mary Immaculate     
Pupil Profiles

This term has signalled the launch of our Mary Immaculate 
Pupil Profile. 

As a school, we recognise that academic success is 
just a small part of our responsibility towards your children 
and ensuring that they are well-rounded citizens ready for all 
that their futures will throw at them is paramount! Therefore, 
we have linked with other Catholic primary and secondary 
schools across the Archdiocese of Cardiff to explore how we 
can prepare pupils even more effectively to be prepared for 
the challenges of their everyday lives and for what their 
futures hold in store for them.

During this half-term, we have been aiming to 
be ‘Positive, Hopeful and Faith-filled’ young people. To do this, pupils have embraced the fantastic opportunities that they have 
been offered this term, including taking a full part in: • The launch of our Fair Trade stall that has raised over £500

• Celebrating our ‘Day of Welcoming’ with Year 7

• Participating in the ‘Higher Tour’ delivered by Message Wales
where musical performances and educational talks were given on 
how God offers us hope and wants us to be more positive

• Chapel reflection during lunch-times and sessions with each Key
Stage Three class for Advent

• Mary Immaculate Day celebrations that raised over £1000 for the
house charities

• Participating in the school’s Advent Liturgy.

Pupils certainly appear to be more positive, faith-filled and hopeful this term and, through pupil voice, they have expressed how much 
they have enjoyed the school’s approach to developing these characteristics and cannot wait to see what the future holds in store. 
Next half-term, we will be aiming to develop the characteristics of ‘Eloquence, Leadership and Truthfulness’ so, watch this space…

MARY IMMACULATE
HIGH SCHOOL



MARY IMMACULATE 
PRESENTS

WE WILL ROCK YOU !

Taking place in the distant future, the story of We Will Rock You 
exists predominately as a framework allowing the cast to perform 
covers of Queen's greatest hits. Earth's name has been changed to 
Planet Mall. Everyone wears the same clothes, thinks the same 
thoughts and goes about in a brain-dead haze. Musical instruments 
and composers are forbidden, and rock music is all but unknown. 
However, a small group of "Bohemians" struggles to restore the 
free exchange of thought, fashion, and (most of all) live music. 
With the help of Pop, an ancient hippie librarian, two Bohemians, 
Galileo and Scaramouche, find Rock's Holy Grail, Brian May's 
guitar buried in the remains of Embley Stadium.

Please join us on the 13th or 14th Feb 2018 for this year's musical 
production showcasing the many talented pupils currently 
attending Mary Immaculate High School

The staff and pupils have been working extremely hard on this 
production since school resumed after summer and would love your 
company for what promises to be a fun and entertaining 
evening of musical theatre.

DRAMA

Recently, the year 10 and 11 Drama GCSE pupils 
worked with a professional Welsh Actress named Mari 
Izzard who has been working locally in the Sherman 
Theatre in a production of 'Lord of the Flies'. Mari has 
worked in both English and Welsh television and 
theater and has recently won an award to be the head 
writer for the Cardiff theatre company 'The Other 
Rooms'.

Both GCSE classes worked with Mari on a variety of 
different aspects of drama including: developing their 
ability to create practical work, exploring different 
methods of acting and approaching their GCSE 
practical exams. It was a fantastic display of 
collaboration from our pupils and Mari's feedback was 
highly positive on the work our pupils produced. 



GOLD AND 
SILVER 

MEDALIST
Year 9 pupil, Seren Pascoe , is a member of the NE-SPORT 
Tae Kwan Do club and has taken part in the ITF 
European Cup and International Tae Kwando Do Cup , 
held this year in Romania as well as the Open British 
Championship in Scotland.

Seren tells us that she has been training In Tae 
Kwan Do for over 10 years now and that she enjoys  the 
sport greatly .

In the European Cup and International Tae Kwando Do 
Cup ,Seren won a silver Medal Sparring in the 65+ Kg 
division 

However, Seren topped this by taking a gold medal at the 
Open British Championship in the S141 sparring female  
14-17 Yrs blue-red over 60Kg category.

Da iawn Seren!

http://www.nesporttkd.com

Access Tools

View Learning Resources

DUKE OF 
EDINBURGH 

UPDATE
This year’s Duke of Edinburgh is off to a great start! We 
have approximately 38 students involved across the year    
10 and 11  groups. Also this year for the first time we have a 
silver award option that students can progress onto having 
completed the bronze.

As a team, we have been taking part in the DoFE. The DoFE 
award not only consists of volunteering, physical and skills, 
but it also consists of us doing training to prepare for 
expeditions and to open our eyes to the real world of survival; 
as well as learn some new educational skills we may not have 
known before. We have been on one expedition training 
activity thus far which was successful.

As well as a major expedition, students also have to complete 
three sections: skills, volunteering and physical. They then  
decide which section they will to do for either three months 
or six months. All training lessons are held on Thursday's 
either at lunch time or after school.

We have an Instagram and Twitter page which allows 
all pupils taking DoFE to see any updates they have 
missed or any that are coming up.

@MIHSDoFE



Access Tools View School Information

View Learning Resources Access Literacy & Numeracy

Download 
on Android

Download 
on iOS

THE MIHS APP!
Available for parents & students on Smart phones & tablets. 



Year 7 pupils have been to see this movie 
and  below is a brief comment.

" the movie was a bit slow starting , but was 
very funny and made me laugh . It had a 
really good ending and I enjoyed it .I would 
recommend this movie to other people."

This movie is now showing in cinemas 
across  the UK .

CHRISTMAS 
REVIEW
THE GRINCH 2018

For their eighth fully animated feature, 
Illumination and Universal Pictures 
present The Grinch!

Based on Dr. Seuss’ beloved holiday 
classic, The Grinch tells the story of a cynical 
grump who goes on a mission to steal 
Christmas, only to have his heart changed by a 
young girl’s generous holiday spirit. Funny, 
heartwarming and visually stunning, it’s a 
universal story about the spirit of Christmas 
and the indomitable power of  optimism



(Continued from back cover) 

These girls will use this experience to umpire 
some after school matches after Christmas.

In October, our Year 7 girls had their first taste of 
rugby when they attended a ‘Rookie Rugby’ event run by 
Cardiff Blues and the Welsh Rugby Union. The girls 
thoroughly enjoyed the day and we look forward to playing 
more fixtures in the coming weeks.

SPORTING 
SUCCESS!

Basketball has also started up with clubs running 
every lunch during the autumn term. These clubs have once 
again proven to be very popular with over 30 pupils attending 
on a daily basis. The Year 11 basketball boys played in the 
recent Cardiff Games 3v3 competition and performed 
exceptionally well. They displayed excellent skills all day and 
eventually beat a strong Cathays team in the final with 
Mervedi Kilonda scoring the winning basket

As always, don’t forget to follow the official MIHS 
PE Department Twitter for more news updates, results, 
photos and information on upcoming games and events! 
Simply follow @mi_pe_dept on Twitter 

MI CLOUD:
EASY AS 123!
Mi Cloud is MIHS’ new VLE. It provides online access to 
revision resources and lesson notes. Mi Cloud is used across 
all subjects so pupils can access the resources they need at 
home, or on the go, on their smart phone or tablet. 

1 2 3Visit our website and click 
the cloud icon 

Enter your school 365 user 
name and password 

That’s it! You are now on 
MIHS Cloud!

Visit maryimmaculate.org.uk/cloud



For all the latest sport news follow the PE Dept @MI_PE_Dept

New sporting year brings 
new success 

Football triumph for Year 9
ALSO : Ryan Kavanagh has accepted an 
apprenticeship deal with Cardiff City

Once again it has been a busy term for the Mary 
Immaculate PE Department with many matches and 
events taking place. We’ve booked a ski trip to Serre 
Chevalier in France. The trip is for Years 8 and 9 
and will take 5 days .

Our Year 9 football boys won the Cardiff and Vale 5-a-
side shield, with Year 7 and year 10 runners up in their 
year groups respectively as well. Congratulations to Jak 
Pride and Josh Raisis upon their selection for the under 
14 Cardiff and Vale football squad.

The girls' teams have also been very competitive with year 
7/8 and 9/10 football teams winning some very tight 
matches against strong opposition.

Likewise ,the girls netball teams are also playing  extremely 
well . The Year nine red team have lost  just 1 of their 6 
matches thus far .

A number of our Year 11 girls recently participated in netball 
umpire training at Cardiff High School

(Continued )




